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SB 3316 directs the Department of Land and Natural Resources to adopt
rules to expand the Waikiki-Diamond Head Marine Life Conservation District
situated in Maunalua Bay, off Waikiki.
Our statement on this bill does not represent an institutional position
of the University of Hawaii.
Several months ago, the Environmental Center of the University of Hawaii
was asked to participate in a series of meetings to explore the idea of an
expanded Marine Life Conservation District off Waikiki. Individuals or
organizations were asked to attend the initial and subsequent meetings based
on their particular expertise, either in the technical area (ie.
fisheries-biology or oceanographic context) or from the perspective of
recreational, educational, or overall environmental management expertise.
At the meetings, the optimum size, uses, and potential regulatory needs for
such an MLCD were vigorously debated.
Discussions at these meetings explored all aspects of the idea. First
and foremost, were deliberations as to whether or not a need existed for
such an area and what might be the expected benefits. As the concept
evolved, it became readily apparent that an expanded MLCD at Waikiki would
have a tremendously positive impact on a very large population of Oahu. Not
only would it provide a significant source of marine life for immediate
recreational enjoyment by both the local population as well as visitors, but
it would also provide an exceptional opportunity for increased
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"field-classroom" experience for both school children and adults.
Discussions also focussed on the possible effects of closing of this area to
fishermen and it was pointed out that substantial enhancement has been
demonstrated to occur to fisheries adjacent to existing MDCD's both in
Hawaii as well as elsewhere. There was consensus among those most
knowledgeable of these studies that an MDCD off WaiMki would improve the
adjacent fisheries resource by providing a source of nursery stock to
adjacent waters.
As pointed out in previous testimony'on the companion bill in the House,
HB 3756, the area proposed for the expanded MDCD is actually quite devoid of
unique habitats and is relatively featureless. At the same time, housing
sites are in short supply and so are the fish. Fishery catchment data for
1990 and 1991 from the Division of Aquatic Resources reflects the minimal
commercial landings in this area compared to nearby south coast areas (see
attachments). Note that the catch data for area 400 reflect the entire
Diamond Head to Sand Island area from shore to 2 miles offshore, not just
the proposed area of the MDCD. However, with the establishment of an MLCD
and the development of a habitat enhancement program such as has been
established at the Atlantis artificial reef site off Waikiki, it is our
belief that a significant improvement in the overall fish resources along
the south coast of Oahu will result.
We do need to call attention to two possible problems with SB 3316 as
presently drafted. First, on lines 9 and 12 the western boundary is cited
as extending "from the midline of the Ala Wai Canal..." and ".. .midline west
boundary of the Ala Wai Canal." These lines should read from the midline of
the Ala Wai Channel...." Secondly, on line 11, the southern boundary is
cited as extending westward from the Diamond Head buoy following the 100
foot mark to the intersection of midline west boundary of the Ala Wai
[Canal] Channel. We believe the intention of the drafters of this bill was
to have the southern boundary extend in a straight line connecting the
Diamond Head buoy with a point directly out from the Ala Wai Channel at a
depth of 100 feet. This would greatly facilitate navigational delineation
of the area by boaters and regulators alike and would avoid an otherwise
jagged and circuitous southern boundary. We also note that this would
slightly reduce the size of the MDCD.
The establishment of an expanded MDCD off Waikiki with accompanying fish
aggregating devices and habitat enhancements would provide a significant
step toward improving our management of fishery resources. We strongly
concur with the intent of this proposal.
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